
David Noel Freedman Award  
for Excellence and Creativity in Hebrew Bible Scholarship

Don’t miss this opportunity! Check out sbl-site.org for more info on the David Noel Freedman Award for 
Excellence and Creativity in Hebrew Bible Scholarship.

Since 1880, the Society of Biblical Literature has carried out its mission to “foster biblical scholarship,” 
making it the oldest and largest learned society devoted to the critical investigation of the Bible and related 
texts from a variety of academic disciplines.

In 2008, the David Noel Freedman Award for Excellence and 
Creativity in Hebrew Bible Scholarship was created in order to 
encourage the finest scholarship in biblical studies. The award 
is supported with an annual cash prize of $1,000 for the best 
unpublished paper in the field of Hebrew Bible studies. Winning 
submissions will be delivered at the SBL Annual Meeting with a 
panel discussion.

Qualifications for Submission
Any SBL member who has received a Ph.D. or Th.D. 
in biblical studies or related field, between today and 
10 years prior to today’s date, may submit a paper. 
This paper should be of publishable quality. It must 
not have been previously published or accepted for 
publication; however, a paper may be submitted that 
is under review by a journal or academic press if a 
decision to publish has not been reached at the time 
of submission. If the paper was delivered at an annual 
or international meeting, it must exhibit significant 
revision, as demonstrated by submission of both the 
original draft and the revision.

Submission materials include:
•  Intent to Submit notification
•  CV
•  Abstract
•  Paper

Submissions will be evaluated upon the  
following criteria:
•  A persuasive thesis that engages the Hebrew 

Bible and demonstrates quality of scholarship and 
significance to the field

•  Clarity of expression and thought
•  Originality and creativity


